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B
ased on the success of Washington Mon-
u m e n t ,
Rev. Moon expected that the American
movement would increase its member-
ship to 30,000 by the end of 1978 and

become self-sufficient. This would have enabled him
to pursue objectives elsewhere. In particular, he
wanted a strong and diver-
sified U.S. movement to
spearhead a “march on
Moscow” by 1981. In real-
ity, these goals proved to
be exceedingly elusive and
the “Moscow Rally” did not
materialize, at least accord-
ing to schedule. Rev. Moon
found that it still was nec-
essary to focus his atten-
tion and expend move-
ment resources on proj-
ects in America. This was
a source of frustration, especially when his efforts
and expenditures were unappreciated or viewed with
suspicion. The church’s enemies also did not relax
their efforts for long. Kidnappings and “deprogram-
mings” continued, sometimes sanctioned by court
order, and opponents attempted to block most of the
movement’s initiatives. 

After 1977, the church found itself increasingly
on the defensive, caught up in government investi-
gations and legal battles. In 1984, Rev. Moon’s sen-
timent that he “may have to be jailed in America”
was realized as he spent thirteen months at a Fed-
eral Correctional Institution in Danbury, Connecti-
cut on charges of “tax evasion.” At the same time,
the prosecution of Rev. Moon, more
than any other single factor, gained
the church a significant amount of
grassroots support.

The prolongation of the provi-
dence in America, continued oppo-
sition and even the incarceration of
Rev. Moon should not obscure the
movement’s accomplishments dur-
ing this period. Between 1977-85,
it developed new methods of out-
reach, created a powerful student
movement on American campuses,
sponsored conferences for literally
thousands of academics and reli-
gious leaders, launched far-flung
economic ventures, established a
major daily newspaper in the nation’s
capital, won a succession of legal
victories that vindicated the church’s
rights as a bona fide religion, put
an end to the “deprogramming”
movement, and developed a signif-
icant network of prominent supporters. With a far
more solid infrastructure in place, the movement
was better situated to take on challenges after 1985
than it had been earlier. 

Witnessing Efforts

The American movement’s primary mandate between
1977-85 was to increase its membership. As already
noted, Rev. Moon believed that the church needed
to have 30,000 members by the end of 1978 in order
to have a significant impact in the United States. In
1983, on the eve of a “total mobilization” of mem-
bers for evangelism, Rev. Moon upped that figure to
60,000. Neither of these goals were close to being
achieved in terms of gaining core membership. There
were a number of reasons for this. Obviously, a major
factor was the general climate of negativity toward
the church. A 1977 Gallup poll, for example, report-
ed that Sun Myung Moon “elicited one of the most
overwhelmingly negative responses ever reported by
a major poll” and that “in the more than twenty years
the Gallup poll has been asking Americans to rate
various people, only Nikita Khruschev and Fidel Cas-

tro have received more negative
ratings.” 

Negativity toward the Unifica-
tion Church was part of a more
generalized negativity toward new
religious movements which was
greatly stimulated by the murder/mass-suicides of
People’s Temple devotees at Jonestown, Guyana in
late 1978. In addition, young people were less ide-
alistic in the early 1980s than they had been a decade
earlier. Rather than religious seekership, middle-
class youth looked to pursue career paths and high-

paying jobs. Apart from
these external factors,
the church lacked a sta-
ble and consistently fol-
l owed  w i tness ing
method. The goals were
consistent—30,000
members overall and
each member bringing
one new member every
month (1-1-1). Howev-
er, specific strategies
for achieving these goals
continually changed.

There was constant rotation of leadership and changes
in direction. Emergency “mobilizations” disrupted
local efforts and in many instances, the church went
in all directions at once. 

For example, immediately following the Washing-
ton Monument rally, Rev. Moon announced plans
for a “gigantic training program” in June 1978. State
members relocated during the previous campaign
were instructed to return, and new state leaders were
appointed with the direction to hold monthly “festi-
val-like” programs, to have a “roving evangelist,” to
create a brass band, to start at least one CARP chap-
ter, and to continue community cleaning modelled
after the “America the Beautiful” project. At the same

time, he discussed a videotape production of the
Divine Principle  and the idea of printing Divine Prin-
ciple extracts as newspaper advertisements, and re-
assigned state Itinerary Workers (IWs). He also direct-
ed the revival of the International One World Cru-
sade (IOWC) in America, said they should sponsor
programs featuring outstanding church speakers,
reinstated Barrytown Training, instructed the states
to carry out 3 and 7-day workshops, and asked Mr.
Sudo to set up Barrytown evangelical teams. 

Six months later, the church switched gears and
concentrated its efforts on a “total-participation”
door-to-door witnessing program in Manhattan with
each member searching for 360 households to cul-
tivate. This led to the development of “Home Church”
which became the focus of the movement’s witnessing
activity between 1978-83. The concept was simple.
Rather than have one’s contacts attend successive
workshops with the goal of moving them into a cen-
ter, the approach was to establish “Home Church-

es” in one’s witnessing area. Home Church held forth
the promise of reducing negativity toward the church
and at the same time significantly increasing numer-
ical growth. Thus, it was emphatically embraced.
Rev. Moon stated that Home Church should have
been set up in the Garden of Eden and that it was
the movement’s final frontier and destiny. “In the
future,” he predicted, “presidents and prime minis-
ters will do home church.” It was the place where
the races would be united and all human problems
liquidated. Paraphrasing John 14:6, he said that “no
one comes to the Father except by home church,”
and he explained that the number 144,000 of the
Book of Revelation was “the number of home church-
es we will lift up.” 

Under such mottos as “Home Church Is My King-
dom of Heaven,” members worked assiduously to set
up home churches. Rev. Moon prepared a letter, sub-
titled “A Gift from 8,000 Miles Away,” which was
mailed to one million New York households. Mem-
bers formed home church associations, held home
church banquets and even conventions, undertook
service projects, and distributed educational mate-
rials. However, even at its height, home church was
not the only witnessing method pursued by the
church. The movement still required full-time per-
sonnel, and members were subject to periodic mobi-
lizations. In 1979, fifty senior “blessed wives” were
called to the field for two years for work on college
campuses. In 1981, 120-day training was re-insti-
tuted. Finally, between 1983-85, the movement aban-
doned local work entirely during an emergency peri-
od of “total mobilization.” All church wives and many
members were asked to join mobile IOWC teams for
three years. Eventually, fifty of these teams cam-

paigned throughout the coun-
try—witnessing, holding work-
shops on weekends, preaching,
fundraising, doing public rela-
tions work, etc. The pattern was
to campaign twenty-one days in
a given city, then move to the
next one. In mid-1984, the pat-
tern changed. Each of the fifty
IOWC teams were assigned to
a different state and given the
assignment of establishing four
pioneer centers. 

The Oakland Family

In addition to widespread neg-
ativity and the lack of a stable
and consistently-followed wit-
nessing method, East-West ten-
sions were a third reason why
the church did not reach its
membership goals. There were
two separate issues here. The

first was a tension between the mainstream church
and its Northern California wing; the second was a

gap between Oriental and Western culture. The ten-
sion within the American movement was a continu-
ation of the 1960s’ conflict between Miss Kim’s Uni-
fied Family and Mr. Choi’s San Francisco-based Re-
Education Foundation. Originally a mission outpost
of Mr. Choi’s group, the Oakland Family’s member-
ship totals skyrocketed from a handful of members
to several hundred during the early 1970s. While
existing San Francisco Bay Area centers were deplet-
ed by the demands of the Day of Hope era, the Oak-
land Family thrived, inheriting what remained of
Miss Kim’s Berkeley Center and Mr. Choi’s Re-Edu-
cation Foundation by the end of 1974. During the
late 1970s, the Oakland Family emerged alongside
the national movement as a minority tradition with
a distinct ideology and lifestyle. Ideologically, the
Oakland Family took Mr. Choi’s less theological, char-
acter-educational approach a step further by utiliz-
ing concepts from humanistic psychology. Organi-
zationally, the Oakland Family departed from the
mainstream by incorporating such entities as New
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Education Development Systems, Inc. (NEDs) and
the Creative Community Project (CCP) with a less-
than-clear articulation of their connection to the
national movement. This provoked controversy both
within and outside the movement.

The church would have moved sooner to incor-
porate the Oakland Family within its national struc-
ture were it not for the group’s exceptional witness-
ing results. In late 1976, Mr. Sudo recruited Matthew
Morrison, a longtime Oakland member, to be coor-
dinator of Barrytown Training workshops, “incorpo-
rating some of the spirit and ideas which had helped
the Bay Area bring scores of members.” In Septem-
ber 1977, Bo Hi Pak reported Oakland recruiting
results to assembled state leaders, stating that “90
percent of the work of our movement is done by one
center.” The following month, Rev. Moon asked Oak-
land Center Director, Dr. Mose Durst, to give a report
on their activities and suggested that a key to their
success was the unity between Dr. Durst and his
wife, Soo Lim “Onni” Durst. “People,” he said, “are
attracted by their parental love and warmth. Fur-
thermore, everybody does his share to make guests
and new members comfortable, to feel at home and
to be intoxicated in heavenly love.” 

There clearly were other reasons for Oakland’s
success. Obviously, the San Francisco Bay Area was
a magnet for youth, and the Oakland Family recruit-
ed actively at train and bus stations, especially tar-
geting anyone wearing a backpack.
However, equally important was the
stability of its witnessing program.
The Oakland Family never varied its
schedule of nightly evening programs,
two-day weekend workshops every
weekend for as many as 300 mem-
bers and guests, seven-day workshops
for those who wanted to learn more,
and “actionizer” programs for those
who decided to move in. Moreover,
while Oakland might send any num-
ber of new recruits to the church, it
always kept its staff intact. Therefore,
there was not the constant rotation
of leadership that characterized the
movement as a whole. Oakland also
departed from the “on-your-own” pio-
neer philosophy that typified the Bar-
rytown Training Program. All mem-
bers participated in a “trinity system”
which functioned as a family within
the Family to provide internal sup-
port. Finally, Oakland emphasized only the positive
and refused to have give-and-take with negativity.
Unlike the Barrytown Training program, it refused
to be drawn into speculation about failure. Enthu-
siasm and joy were in. Doom and gloom were out.

The Oakland Family was the major supplier of the
American movement’s personnel during the late
1970s. Each month, it sent a quota of members,
rarely less than twenty and sometimes as many as
fifty, to missions throughout the church. This earned
it “hands-off” treatment and exempted it from mobi-
lizations affecting other centers. However, all was not
idyllic. During the 1960s, when the movement was
almost entirely unknown, Mr. Choi’s Re-Education
Foundation introduced prospects gradually to the
church. During the late 1970s, when the movement
became highly visible and hugely controversial, this
was no longer possible. The Oakland Family’s per-
sistence in identifying itself as the Creative Com-
munity Project created an explosive situation. Charges
of deceptive recruitment practices, front groups, and
lying were generalized to the movement as a whole,
creating “a folklore of deception as a common tactic
in all Unificationist mission work.” High-pressure
techniques described in innumerable “lurid expos-
es” also were generalized indiscriminately to the wider
movement. In fact, two sociologists studying this
phenomenon pointed out that a “Careful examina-
tion of the articles that attempt to describe in detail

the brainwashing process allegedly used
by the Moonies will reveal that nine
times out of ten references are made
almost exclusively to the Oakland Fam-
ily.” A final source of strain between
the Oakland Family and the larger move-
ment were conflicts between aggressive
Oakland fundraising teams, nicknamed
the “Oakland Raiders,” and the church’s
National MFT.

The movement finally dealt with these
matters by elevating Dr. Durst to the
Presidency of the Unification Church
in America in May 1980. On the face
of it, this appeared to be a brilliant solu-
tion. Placing Dr. Durst in a position of national promi-
nence directly associated with the church would end
confusion about his role and defuse charges of decep-
tion. At the same time, there was the possibility of
infusing the wider movement with the Oakland spir-
it and results. However, this was not to be. After the
Dursts and their key staff moved East, a succession
of senior leaders from the Korean movement took
charge of the Bay Area church and attempted to dis-
mantle the entire Oakland apparatus. Thus, rather
than permeating the movement as a whole, the Oak-
land Family was cut off at its root. In addition, Dr.
and Mrs. Durst had nowhere near the authority or
the autonomy in New York that they enjoyed in Cal-

ifornia. They, too, were subjected to the demands
and ethos of the larger movement. 

Dr. Durst had a rich and varied background, was
a polished and engaging speaker, possessed an ami-
able personality, and with his wife had fashioned
and led a center that had better witnessing results
than the rest of the U.S. movement combined. Yet,
over time, Dr. Durst was reduced to being a church
spokesman and apologist. He did this well, and sev-
eral of his nationwide public relations tours were
well received. Still, his inability to become the leader
of the Unification Church in America highlighted a
second East-West tension.

The Unification movement placed a great deal of
public emphasis on the international, intercultural
and interracial dimensions of its work. At Yankee
Stadium, Rev. Moon stated, “God seeks to build one
family of man. Therefore, the family, church, and
nation God desires transcend all barriers of race and
nationality. The people who are a unified blending
of all colors of skin and who transcend race and
nationality are most beautiful in the sight of God and
most pleasing to him.” At Washington Monument,
he stated, “The United States of America, transcending
race and nationality, is already a model of the uni-
fied world.” America may have strayed from its Godly
heritage, especially since the 1960s, and Rev. Moon
clearly saw himself in the role of a physician or fire-
fighter from the outside called to put America’s house

back in order. Nevertheless, during the Day of Hope,
Yankee Stadium, and Washington Monument cam-
paigns, he was always careful to acknowledge Amer-
ica’s strong spiritual foundation and potential.

This changed after 1977. In the face of continu-
ing rejection, the failure of the American church to
bring substantial witnessing results, and especially
after his indictment and conviction on “tax evasion”
charges, Rev. Moon adopted a more critical posture
toward the United States and American culture.
Though rarely articulated in public, Rev. Moon’s frus-
tration became increasingly apparent in his speech-
es to members and in his choice of leaders. As early
as 1978, he decided that “westerners couldn’t cope
on their own.” This led to a number of increasingly

unflattering comparisons between West-
ern and Oriental members. In 1979, Rev.
Moon stated:

“My policy is that members of the Uni-
fication movement cannot afford to do
only one thing at a time. Sometimes I give
so many instructions at one time that the
members are immobilized and don’t know
where to move. But the Oriental mem-
bers will run like ants, jumping from mis-
sion to mission, and bring the result.”

He concluded that American members
lacked sufficient dedication or were too
“business-like” in their approach to achieve
spiritual breakthroughs. Thus, by Janu-
ary 1983, senior Korean leaders held the
positions of highest authority in the Amer-
ican church. Rev. Moon explained that
he wanted “western leaders to be trained
under the fullest, vertical tradition of the
Korean church.” He cautioned, “I do not
mean that Korean culture should become
American culture...just that Koreans are

closer to the heavenly tradition.” In a memorable
turn of phrase, he stated, “English is spoken only in
the colonies of the kingdom of heaven.” At times, his
critique was more trenchant. In March 1983, he ques-
tioned how Americans became so egoistic and indi-
vidualistic. Two months later, in a “Heart-To-Heart”
talk with American sisters, he observed that they
were “contaminated by the American way of life.”

This tension was not resolved between 1977-85
nor afterwards. Some members took Rev. Moon’s
words as a challenge and redoubled their efforts.
One brother who had been fundraising for five years
wrote in a March 1983 issue of the church’s world
mission magazine, Today’s World, “I have made a
pledge to God that I will shed tears for Him every day
of this year. If I fail one day, then the next day I will
fast. If I cannot shed tears for one week, I will fast
for a week. If I cannot shed tears for a month, then
I will fast for month. If I cannot shed tears at all, I
will die.” Other members complained about the “Kore-
anization” of the church and recalled that Rev. Moon
had announced previously that “the leader-centered
movement is over, and the member-centered move-
ment is going to begin.” In fact, the Korean leaders
were no more successful in stimulating increased
membership than their Japanese and American pred-
ecessors had been. If anything, there was an increased
exodus out of the church centers. ❖

 Providence 1977–1985

Oakland members
traveled by bus to
New York, arriving
in early May, 1980.

Rev. Ken
Sudo at work
in his Home
Church area
in Brooklyn
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B
ridgeport International Academy has been
extremely busy recently with projects,
fundraisers, competitions, and even a
presidential visit! Read on to find out
more about BIA and our activities these

past few months.

Easter Fundraiser 
by Nikolus Cook

The student council
organized an Easter
fundraiser to help

raise money for school trips
and necessities. On the Fri-
day before Easter Sunday,
all of the students partic-
ipated in wrapping flow-
ers, which were going to
be sold over the weekend.
The wrapping was quite
fun, and we had drinks and
snacks afterwards. Even
after all the students fin-
ished wrapping the flow-
ers into bouquets, most of
us volunteered to fundraise
as well. We sold at two spots
set up in the Bridgeport
area. One was a Getty gas station next to a public
high school, and the other was in the parking lot for
a “Kennedy Fried Chicken.” We made about $700
total profit and still had some flowers left, which we
gave away to friends and passers by.

Skit Team 
by Chris Martinez

Afew students from BIA have joined UB World
CARP to create our first ever skit team. We
were given the task of scripting, practicing,

and performing a skit with five days of preparation.
Through teamwork and effort on everyone’s part, we
were able to make a skit that everyone could enjoy.
We performed our first skit at CARP’s family night,

which was a
big success.
Afterwards
our  sk i t
l e a d e r ,
Tadayoshi
K a n e k o ,
arranged a
pizza party.
We hope to
do more skits
in the future.

President Bush’s Visit 
by Masjo Ward

On Tuesday, April 9th 2002, our school went
to see President Bush on his first trip to Bridge-
port. As you can imagine, we were very excit-

ed to see our president in person. We had a lot of
fun making signs to let President Bush know he had
our full support. When we arrived at the spot, the
place was milling with cops
and secret service. A camera
crew from NBC took a shot
of our posters and a colum-
nist from the Connecticut
Post interviewed Chris Bre-
land, a student at BIA. Chris
was quoted in the newspa-
per the following day. We only
got a passing glimpse of Pres-
ident Bush, which was a bit
disappointing. However, we
were all happy and proud to
have this opportunity as a
school to support our presi-
dent. We just hope to get the
chance to do it again.

BIA at Debate

Tournaments 
by Chris Breland 

The BIA Debate Team has been gaining a lot
of experience lately, as well as a few new
recruits. On Sunday, April 28th, we partic-

ipated in a tournament at Yale University with a
whole new kind of debate: parliamentary. We took
five people with us who had never debated before,
and we all had a good experience.

A few weeks previously, we had attended the
state debate tournament in New Britain High School
on April 13th. We didn’t win any trophies, but we
already had our share from the tournament we
attended in March at Wilton High School. At that
tournament, I won first place in novice Lin-
coln/Douglass debate, and Masjo Ward won a third
place speaker award for extemporaneous debate.
We’re very proud of how much we’ve accomplished
over the year, and hope to have an even larger team

ready for competition next year.

UB Olympics 
by Josh Scazzero

Splash, swish, CRACK!! These were the sounds
at Wheeler Recreation Center as the Universi-
ty of Bridgeport Olympics got underway. The

UB Olympics hosted a teeming variety of events from
March 22nd to 24th. Events included everything
from soccer and swimming to egg-toss and dodge
ball.

BIA was invited to join in on the festivities. The
prominent BIA swim team jumped at the chance of
some worthy competition. After hours of arduous
swimming, the BIA swim team achieved a second
place finish in the four-man 100-meter relay! The
very talented members of this team were Josh Scazze-
ro, Chris Breland, Abraham Deshotel, and Micah
Boyd. Micah also won second place in the 50-meter
men’s freestyle. The next day, an award ceremony
was held, and we were presented with beautiful UB
Olympic silver medals. BIA also participated in vol-
leyball and dodge ball.

Jogging Club 
by Theodore Kirkley

BIA has never ceased to defy people’s expecta-
tions. In line with this, BIA students decided
to set up a club strictly for working out and

getting in shape. It has been called the Jogging Club,
and it’s all about jogging. Though it is not the most
in-depth club BIA has to offer, the meetings we have
three times a week give dedicated students time to
work out the legs and upper body. The meetings con-
sist of stretching, walking for warm-up, and then
jogging, cooling down, and afterwards playing a sport
like Ultimate Frisbee, football, or soccer.

In addition to all the activities, the seniors at BIA
have been quite busy. They’re applying to top schools

all over the nation for their next steps into college
education. BIA students have been receiving numer-
ous scholarships and awards, including the Rochester
Presidential Scholarship and the Rensselaer Alum-
ni Scholarship. These honors are great news for them
and their families. We wish the best of luck for the
seniors, and hope that they continue to work hard
as the year winds down to a close.

* * *

Thanks for reading, and please don’t forget to look
here next time when we post more news about BIA.
If you’d like more information, don’t hesitate to con-
tact the student council at  biastudentcouncil@hot-
mail.com. Or, contact the school, at  biahigh-
school@hotmail.com, by telephone at (203)334-3434,
or through the mailing address: Bridgeport Inter-
national Academy, 400 Linden Avenue, Bridgeport
CT 06604. Thank you very much. ❖
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Administrative Assistant needed to work at
Headquarters, 4 West 43rd St. NYC. Must have
computer skills and be able to handle detailed

paperwork. Part time and flexible work hours possible. 
Call Kaye Allen 212-719-4980

Couple longing to fulfill their four-position foundation
needs help. If anyone has ever considered helping a

childless couple through the offering of a Blessed baby
please contact us at: Kansas125@msn.com or 913-

341-6828. Don & Marie Marsolek

Tired of the Big City? And high cost of living?
Consider relocating to Casper, Wyoming. Call Michael

or Shigeko Hentrich to talk; 307-266-5209. email
mikhentrik@aol.com 

An American Sister who has been in the church a
long time, truely loves God & True parents, is looking
for a Comfort Blessing with someone whose spouse
passed into the spirit world (not divorced please). I am
49 years old, a teacher, and would like to share my life
and create a loving home with a man wo is financially
stable, in good spiritual & physical health, caring and

family oriented (children welcome). Please write with a
photo or email: Frances Vianale, 75-C St. Andrew’s

Blvd, Clifton NJ 07012. email
francesavianale@yahoo.com. 

Website design
See our special packs website design for business or

non-profit organizations. Hosting and maintenance just
99¢ a day!

www.newmw.com
(845) 756-4241 

SEEKING REBLESSING?
Do you love God and True Parents and want to create
a central blessed family? I am a 50-year-old Brother,

young in spirit, from the 2075 blessing. I am preparing
myself for a reblessing. I have three daughters and

live in the USA. True Love is in my heart and I want to
share it with the woman God has chosen for me. Are

you the one? Please email at 
PT1441@msn.com or write to:
Pierre Tardy, 29 Hazelview Ave., 

Clifton NJ 07013, USA. 

Bridgeport International Academy News

Alex Martinez, Chih Pang Fan, 
Becky Mackin, and Hanna Nilson fundraising.

The skit: Theodore Kirkley, Masjo Ward, Josh
Scazzero, Chris Breland, Konrad Kathan, Steve

Martinez, Abraham Deshotel, Nathan Breland, and
Lillie  Kirkley.



T
his month’s article is about
human suffering, and what
can be done about it. Specif-
ically, we’ll focus on the tra-
vails of our own member-

ship. 
We Unificationists have long regard-

ed ourselves as ‘heavenly front line
troops.’ This description is not a friv-
olous one. The hymn “Onward Chris-
tian Soldiers” can be heard at our serv-
ices, and some of our members serve
in the military. Pacifists we are not. 

The forces arrayed against God’s
Providence are numerous and power-
ful. To stay in this movement and work
toward its goals requires tremendous
personal fortitude. 

Just like people who
sign up for the Marine
Corps, we know we’ll
be engaged in diffi-
cult tasks: fundrais-
ing and witnessing, and
even pioneering distant
cities and nations. We
knew that our relatives
might not approve of
such a  sacr i f i c ia l
lifestyle. Our Second
Generation is also walk-
ing a condensed ver-
sion of this path. 

Curiously, the anti-
cultists no longer deny
that the Marine Corps
also practices what
they’ve long defined as
brainwashing—but now
they say it’s okay. Sup-
posedly, military recruits
know they’re going to
get brainwashed dur-
ing boot camp, so in
their case it’s a noble
American tradition!
(Hence the nickname
‘jarhead’?) 

Our members hail
from a variety of back-
grounds. Each person
has a special charac-
ter, which grew out of
a unique childhood.
Not all of which were
pleasant or supportive
. . . We do have prob-
lems, and in order to
function at all, much
less make extraordinary
efforts, we have to deal
with them, on a daily
and a long-term basis. 

Suffering 

This author became
keenly aware of this
issue during a brief
tenure as an MFT team
captain. We were under
constant (and quite
understandable) pres-
su r e  t o  make  ou r
fundraising goals. The
work was hard, physi-
ca l l y  and

emotionally, and became even harder
due to persecution. 

Under those circumstances personal
difficulties emerged, occasionally seri-
ous enough to reduce that member’s
results to zero. Yet the rest of the team
was there, ready and willing to con-
tinue, and our schedule was demand-
ing. 

As the team leader, I actually had
to apologize to struggling members.
Instead of hot cocoa and a roaring fire-
place, and endless hours in which to
discuss their problematic childhoods,
we were stuck in a cramped van. Often
in isolated towns, and with only a brief
time between ‘runs’ to discuss any-
thing at all. (Some of my greatest mir-
acles occurred after a visiting leader
did spend some personal time with
me.) 

Recently, at our local Family
Church, this issue was brought

into sharp focus. Our Pastor
announced that one sister,
blessed in marriage for years
already, was leaving our church.
Why? Because our members
had not reached out to her, or
aided her with a bad situa-
tion. She’d found another
church whose members were
more loving, and had time for
her. Best of all, they came
over and cleaned up her
house. 

Our Pastor had to admit
to her that we were indeed

very busy. That, perhaps, this
other congregation could better
assist her in her current difficul-
ties. I have never beheld such a
stricken silence as on that Sunday
when he told us about the situa-
tion. Who were we, he said, to preach
about an ideal, and let someone in
our midst suffer so? (In fairness,
other members later commented

that this sister could have at least
asked for specific assistance.) 

Healing 

Our leaders have, over the years,
made various efforts to counsel the
membership. In other instances,
gifted individuals, and even out-
side friends, have stepped into
fill that need. 

Our Blessed Family Depart-
ment has made great efforts,
holding seminars for Blessing
candidates and new couples.
They also published a helpful
The Tradition, Book One volume. 

Those sisters were woefully
overextended. The seminars were
few and far between, and with-
out much follow-up. Their excel-
lent Blessing Quarterly maga-
zine ceased publication. So far
as I know, a Book Two never
appeared in print. 

Others did try to fill that gap.
A few spiritually open individu-
als gained a reputation as heal-
ers, but that type of effort lacked

a good long-term
result. Today, all such
situations are direct-
ed toward Chung-

pyung in Korea. 
One famous incident

involved a tight-knit religious com-
munity on Vashon Island, near Seat-
tle. (I knew most of the people involved,
and later had to correct some strange
rumors.) That group was led by a hus-
band and wife, ministers with a great
deal of wisdom and quiet charisma.
We encountered them through our ecu-
menical work, and the relationship
soon grew into much more. 

Numerous members stayed with
them to receive personal counseling,
and most reported positive results. The
group openly offered their services as
a ‘hospital ward’ for hard working, long
suffering Unificationists. 

However, their methods, while not
‘unprincipled,’ baffled our (then brand-
new) Korean regional leaders. Friction
grew. Ultimately, True Father himself
nixed the idea, saying that it confused
the proper ‘central figure’ connection
from members to God. 

Nowadays, counseling services are
mostly provided by our own local Pas-
tors. Those members who reside near
such a capable leader are fortunate
indeed! 

Methods 

Some people are ‘naturals’ at coun-
seling. Most others need, and every-
one’s work can be improved by, a tried-
and-true method. In olden days the
local priest or shaman was also the vil-
lage counselor. In modern times, sec-
ular and professional therapists have
emerged. Something can be learned
from each of these traditions. 

There are dozens of therapeutic
methods, far too many to review here.
Some are very popular but, in my opin-
ion, silly and ineffective at best, and
fallen and corrupting at worst. These
range from simplistic ‘psychobabble’
to oversexed Freudian Psychology. 

Others methods are difficult, and
less popular for that reason; but truly
beneficial at least, and effective against
sin and fallen nature at best. These
range from Adler’s Humanistic* Psy-
chology to Unificationist workshops at
Jardim and Chungpyung. (*Not to be
confused with secular humanism.) 

A sympathetic overview can be found
in the book Religion and Counseling by
Robert J. Lovinger. (1990, Continu-
um.) It covers Christianity, Judaism,
Islam, and new religions. 

Counseling must also become a
major part of the worldwide Providen-
tial effort. Recently the world was
shocked to see news footage of radical
Muslims—including small children—
celebrating the World Trade Center
attacks. Irrational, violently anti-Semit-
ic distortions of those events are already
being taught. 

Those unfortunate kids have been
weaned on hatred; trained from infan-
cy through college to yearn for blood
and death. Unless they transform their
hearts and minds, they will trouble the
civilized world for decades to come.
(Please note that those radical factions
get TV coverage all out of proportion
to their actual numbers.) 

Conclusion 

We Unificationists emerged from,
and are surrounded by, the fallen world.
Our people have problems: personal,
familial, cultural, and so on. We are
expected to sacrifice much, and to
accomplish more. So, is this movement
a sympathetic healing facility or a front
line juggernaut? Can we actually han-
dle both? 

Fortunately, our ‘formula course’ is
oriented toward utilizing difficult situ-
ations. Each of them can help us over-
come problems. With a contented lifestyle
we’d never even face, much less over-
come our weaknesses, limitations, and
deeper fallen natures. (The same can
be said of a purely romantic marriage.) 

However, there is no guarantee that
every member will successfully meet
those challenges. Timely support is
essential, and many of our elders are
wise and compassionate enough to pro-
vide it. 

And these, our best people, invari-
ably have the largest demands placed
upon them. It should be possible to
organize our concerned members in a
fair and effective way. 

There can’t be a Heavenly Kingdom
without defeating evil, which isn’t going
to be easy. Nor can you have a Heav-
en without pure and joyful people to
live there. Quite a challenge! We are
determined to meet it. ❖
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NEW HOPE ACADEMY
H I R I N G  I M M E D I A T E L Y

1)   New Hope Academy has a fulltime opening in the office.
NEEDED: Excellent communication skills; solid computer skills and the ability to
multi-task in a very busy environment.  Must enjoy working with children and

serving others.  Offering salary, benefits and tuition credit for your child. 
2)   Substitute teachers for all classes, PreK-12th grade.

H I R I N G  F O R  S E P T E M B E R
1)   Full time Korean foreign language teacher; and

2)   Full time Spanish foreign language teacher
Both require a Bachelor’s degree plus teaching experience.  Salary, benefits and

tuition credit for your child offered.
3)   Part time Music teacher, need Bachelor’s degree plus teaching experience.

Hourly wage and partial tuition credit for your child.
4)   Part time after school Group Leaders and Assistants, Mon.-Fri. 3:00-

6:00pm.  $6.50-$8.00 per hour plus partial tuition credit for your child.
5)   Substitute teachers for all classes, PreK-12th grade.

Fax resume to: 301-459-2813
New Hope Academy: 301-459-7311

7009 Varnum Street, Landover Hills, MD  20784
Website: www.newhopeacademy.org

HOSPITAL WARD
PAUL

CARLSON

Mr. Carlson is involved with
marine aspects of the 

Providence in the Bay Area



W
e moved into our rental
house two years ago.
Spacious rooms, tall
sycamore trees and a
little canal. Not a Pana-

ma Canal, or an Erie Canal or a Guadal-

canal. Just a little, eight
foot wide waterway
behind the house that
caught the rain on the
rainy days and reflect-
ed the sun off our walls
at sunset like so many
spotlights flashing and lap-
ping.

From
our floor to ceiling windows in the fam-
ily room, we often watched a great blue
heron standing knee deep in water,
stealthily spearing fat catfish and toss-
ing them on the bank. Fluttering his
fantastic wings he would spear them
again and toss them down his long gul-
let. After the triumphant feast he would
puff out his feathers and strut around,
preening and grooming himself.

This past winter snowy egrets were
migrating. Several mornings I saw them
congregated like prophetic signs of good
fortune, 4, then 7, then 8, and anoth-
er day I counted 40. 

We’ve lived here for three springs.
Families of mallard ducks paddle the
water and waddle the bank outside our
window. We fed so many of them at
one point that the grass was mashed
senseless and we had to re-seed. The
enthusiastic quacking and faithful
marching toward us when we opened
the door made us laugh. 

One day I heard my kids shouting,
“The bumblebees, the bumblebees!”
Thinking they meant we were being
swarmed, I ran to the window expect-
ing to see (what else?) bumblebees.
Instead I saw a little gang of baby duck-
lings, mottled black and yellow. The

children thought they looked like bum-
blebees and dubbed them such.

Bumblebees they were dubbed—
bumblebees are us—bumblebees
they is. Whatever!

The Canadian Geese are won-
derful parents. The proud fathers
stand guard constantly, arro-
gantly. His mate and goslings
poke around the grass for deli-
cious bugs or crumbs of thrown

bread while he stands seriously,
watching for danger. The mallards are
less serious. They peck each other. The
mothers fly at the first sign of danger
and don’t necessarily protect their
babies. The fathers are more deadbeat;
or they show occasional and non-com-
mitted interest.

This morning my husband and I
opened the living room glass doors,
and furtively tossed bread crumbs to
the little mallard family that waddled
up the bank for breakfast. 

Now the owners of this rental house
want to sell it, for more money than
we can afford, so we are moving . Hav-
ing the chance to live in this house has
given us a chance to live in touch with
an aspect of nature many people never
experience. 

I think of the millions of displaced
families who’ve moved from homes they
didn’t want to leave throughout histo-
ry. If nothing else, I can leave this place
learning compassion for other people
who weren’t ready to pull up roots from
the place they call home. I’m so grate-
ful we’ve been able to see the bum-
blebees one more time. They remind
me of how the cycle of life continues
despite human upheaval.

Kim can be found at web site:
“http://futurerealm.com” and has

email address:
kimbrown@futurerealm.com.❖
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Useful Internet Addresses
Unification Church: unification.org
Family Federation:  familyfed.org
HSA Bookstore:    hsabooks.com
Unification International: www.tongil.or.kr
Unification Outreach: www.unification.net
Bridgeport University www.bridgeport.edu
The World Community Journal www.worldcommunity.com
UTS: www.uts.edu
Ocean Church oceanchurch.org
Sun Moon University: www.sunmoon.ac.kr
PWPA: www.pwpa.org
World CARP: worldcarp.org
Pure Love Alliance: purelove.org
HSA E-Directory: users.aol.com/HSAUWC
Unification Archive: www.Tparents.org
ICRF: www.religiousfreedom.com
Religious Youth Service www.rys.net
World University Federation www.wufed.org
World of Heart www.worldcommunity.com/wh
Int. Religious Foundation IRF@mindspring.com
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The Last Bumblebees 
Unification News

National Won Jeon Shrine
A National Won Jeon Shrine has been   
established at historic Ft. Lincoln

Cemetery near The Washington Times building.
This special support is offered to the Blessed

Central Families nationwide to:
✿ Create a national monument for departed ones to be

cherished and honored by relatives and descendants.
✿ Establish a permanent garden for visits, prayer,

meditation, and holy day celebrations.
✿ Lessen the stressÑfinancial, emotional and spiritualÑ

that comes with the passing of a loved one.

Cost includes land and burial liner.*
single person crypt: $1,700
double person crypt: $2,000 

Make check or money order 
payable to HSA-UWC and mail to: 

William Selig
3600 New York Ave., NE, 3rd floor

Washington, DC  20002
For further info:

(202) 269-5337
scwpeace@starpower.net

*(in comparison, the average cost of 
a single crypt is $4,600 and $6,700 for a double)
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