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is article is about the truth
d the people who know it,
or think they do. And their
attitudes toward people who
may know less.

Truth comes in many forms, as does
human intelligence. Unificationists are
special people, familiar with the deep-
est truths ever revealed to humanity.
But there are several kinds of truth,
and different skills are required to han-
dle them.

A different version of this article
appeared in the philosophy newslet-
ter Synapse.

Specialties

Scientists can do wonderful things
with bubbling test tubes, and can prob-
ably recite the Periodic Table of the
Elements by heart. They create heal-
ing medicines and deadly poisons with
ease; and can fashion smelly but use-
ful globs, or fabulous crystal baubles.
But if they want to grasp the ultimate
significance of their efforts, they must
turn to spiritual leaders.

Mechanics can grasp the intricate
workings of automobile engines, from
the computerized fuel injectors to the
clashing gears. A few of those mechan-
ics may be theologians as well, but not
very many. And while a theologian
might look down on such a greasy per-
son, when their car breaks down, they
probably won't try to tackle the repairs
by themselves.

Philosophers tackle some very pro-
found questions, and can bring clari-
ty to issues which have puzzled ordi-
nary people all their lives. They can
also ‘split hairs’ on some very dense
issues that most folks don’t ever think
about at all!

When the philosopher, scientist, and
mechanic have problems with their
personal relationships, as they some-
times do, they’re all likely to turn to
an experienced councilor, or a mem-
ber of the clergy. Someone who can
guide them through the perilous realms
of the heart.

Then, to celebrate their revived rela-
tionship, each will attend an event of
their liking, whether it’s a football game,
a new movie, or a musical recital. All
of these, please note, require still other
types of intelligence and skill.

Elitism

Wouldn't it be great if all these folks
sincerely respected each other? They
often don’t. Worse, they sometimes
trash each other, being at odds in a
verbal sense, or worse.

Even within their own spheres, peo-
ple don’t always get along. Philosophy
has various schools, which have dis-
agreed for centuries. The hard sciences
also have zealously defended schools
of thought. Even top mechanics can
be restorers of classics, or stock car
enthusiasts, or Formula One racers.
That’s not even getting into religion
and politics, with their massively divi-
sive variations.

What to do? Here are some words
of wisdom from my friend Kathi. Dur-
ing a recent on-line debate, she wrote:

<< I guess my whole point is that
the extremes, whether right or left, up

KNOW THE TRUTH

or down, in or out, are too elitist in
their assumptions, and fail to take into
account the vast majority of middle of
the road people who just want to live
life on their own terms, without step-
ping on anyone else’s toes. >>

My discussion with Kathi and our
mutual friends was the basis for this
article. She actually raises a much larg-
er issue. ‘Live and let live’ has been an
American maxim since the beginning.
Believe it or not, the Puritans were con-
siderably less uptight than today’s self-
proclaimed moralists.

There is a clear pattern to the
elitism Kathi mentioned.
Most people prefer
to hang out with
others who think
and behave like
themselves. Sur-
veys have shown that
this personal prefer-
ence tends to increase
as people get older, and
this holds for Christians,
Humanists, and others.

Folks thus assume that
all ‘good people’ think,
believe, vote, donate, etc.
basically the same way
they do. And that, as other
people ‘grow,” they’ll become
more like one’s self.

Conversely, those who
disagree are assumed, at best,
to be ‘missing’ something; or,
at worst, to be starkly evil.

Of course, if you directly ask
someone if they think like that, they
will instantly deny it. Nonetheless, this
‘birds of feather’ thing is a deep, almost
subconscious, personal behavior. (Doubt
it? Sign on to the World Wide Web, and
check out the extreme polarity of opin-
ions about radio’s Dr. Laura.)

Let me put it this way: “Tolerance
is a modern American virtue—and if
you readers don’t display is properly,
I'm going to make every one of you
attend a Sensitivity Training seminar!”
(Just kidding.)

Imposition

How do we treat people who don’t
agree with us? Good and decent peo-
ple tend to assume that if others were
just a bit more [fill in the blank: informed,
educated, concerned, aware, com-
passionate, enlightened, etc.], they

ally be found. And the folks who are
looked down upon have their own ways
of striking back.

How many theologians have been

overcharged by an auto mechanic?

How many have been condemned by

philosophers as “fractious and other-
worldly,” or by chemists and engineers
as “airily impractical?”

It gets worse. Perhaps you've seen

that popular bumper sticker: My Kid

Beat Up Your

Honor Student.

they're just kid-
ding! And do send
your kid to mar-
tial arts classes.

never get into a
single fight, it'll

of good.

Tol-
erance

solution to these
uncomfortable divisions,

society: humility. Real empath-
ic sharing, of both viewpoint and

emotion. Not the sort of ‘tolerance’ being

pushed on university campuses, which
is a politically correct buzzword that’s
quite false in theory—and in practice,
even worse!

How to bring such humility into
one’s life? Make a genuine attempt to
get on the level of the mechanic, the

scientist, and the philosopher. Learn

their lingo, and grasp their mindset.
This will result in a broader and more
rewarding view of the world.

One may not notice it at the time,
but the Unificationist’s formula course
of fundraising, witnessing, and tribal

messiahship is an excellent way of

doing just that.

There is a sound historical basis for

such mutual respect.

Don’t assume that

Even if they

do them a lot

There is a

a quality all too rare in our

Handymen were pulling us out of
the caves when philosophy and sci-
ence didn’t even exist. Farmers, san-
itation workers, and plumbers have
done more for human health than all
the doctors in the world combined.

Scientists, and their actualizers, the
engineers, literally built civilization. At
great personal risk, they grasped, then
tamed, the strongest forces of nature.

Philosophers were puzzling out the
functions of the mind and the world,
and winnowing the logical wheat from
the irrational chaff, when most humans
lived in ignorant barbarity.

Spiritual leaders, whether shamans,
temple priests, or modern preachers,
have always understood a great deal
about human nature. Millennia before
we knew that the brain was the seat
of consciousness, they knew what went
on in there—and beyond it, in the soul.

Looking back, the Greek’s colorful
menagerie called the Gods of Olympus
appears silly; a set childish myths, but
their tales contained a whole lot of
truth. When Freud began to catalogue
the murky recesses of the mind, he
needed only to borrow some utterly
appropriate examples from those Greek
tales.

Conclusion

One might know the deepest of truths,
but if you and a few companions just
know it, isn’t going to get you (or the
Providence) very far. And, at first, shar-
ing it with others may not work out
the way you thought it would.

Even in ancient times, spiritual lead-
ers understood that life has a greater
purpose, and that moral laws exist,
apart from the arbitrary dictates of
humanity. Today it may be popular to
criticize the clergy, but they still have
the inside track!

At the end of a long day, all of these
folks might pause for a moment and
look up at the stars. And wonder who
they are, down deep; and what’s most
important about life. About what’s true
(or not), and how will they know the
difference? And finally, where are they
ultimately destined?

That’s when those who are close
God can really shine. []

would soon ‘see the light.’ Thus, their
efforts are devoted to education and
recruitment.

On the other hand, people who
are not so good also want others see
things their way. Most are content
to threaten folks with a ruined soci-
ety, or an eternity in Hell. But if they
just can’t wait that long, they’ll drag
people into a nearby Inquisition
chamber. And if they don’t believe
in a Hell, sometimes they’ll build an
Auschwitz or a Gulag Archipelago
as a handy substitute...

Such spiteful people are devoted
to forcing others into an approved
mold, supposedly for their own good,
or for the good of society. In the
process, they usually manage to
gather a large slice of the pie for
themselves.

In our modern, relatively peace-
ful times, such horrible behavior has
been universally condemned. Still,
similar bad attitudes can occasion-

UTS Crucifix Exploded by Thunderbolt

by W. F. Hill

suspect this news sounds a little

like something out of the National

Enquirer, but it really is true. A few

days ago, a severe thunderstorm

hit the Barrytown/Red Hook area.
Strangely enough, a bolt of lightning
struck the stone crucifix above the main
entrance to UTS and completely shat-
tered it! There were eyewitnesses and
the explosion could be heard way up by
Apple Cottage. There is an apparently
useless lightening rod on the roof just
a few feet away from the crucifix.

I don’t want to get jumped on for the-
ologizing too much about it, so I won’t.
However, it really is remarkable in light
of the fact that Father just last week
said that Christian churches should
eventually take down their crosses because

they symbolize God’s sadness.

Many other things are happening at
UTS this week. Father is attending UTS’s
25th graduation, his first time in 14
years. TPs will be receiving an honorary
doctorate at the ceremony. Hyun Jin
Nim and Jun Sook Nim will be gradu-
ating, magna cum laude. Father will also
get to view for the first time the perma-
nent CAUSA exhibit in Lecture Hall 2,
colorfully displaying TPs work against
communism. Father even changed the
date of graduation to coincide with the
celebration for Day of All Things, which
now will be held on the soccer field after
the graduation ceremony. Bishop Milin-
go, other noted ministers, the national
media, and hundreds if not thousands
of people will be attending.

Dr: Hill is Dean of Students at UTS. [
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eyore once said, “It’s my
birthday, the happiest day
of the year!” That was the
episode when Piglet got him
a big balloon and Pooh got
him a jar of honey. But on the way to
the party, Piglet fell down and broke
the balloon, and Pooh ate all the honey.
So Piglet brought him a broken bal-
loon and Pooh brought him an empty
jar. But Eeyore was thrilled. He put
the popped balloon into the jar and
was so pleased. And he took it out
again. And he put it back. And then
took it out. He not only made the best
of it, he didn’'t even notice that any-
thing was wrong with that picture!
I woke up on my 46th birthday to
find an aromatic present from my dog
on our kitchen stairs. “Happy
Birthday Mommy, I baked
you a pie!” he seemed
to say, as he wagged
his tail and smiled
up at me with his
happy dog smile.
Ignorance is bliss. I
didn’t have the heart to
punish him.
The day continued, and we gath-

Law Offices of
ANDREW P. BACUS
ATTORNEY AT LAW

General Legal Practice
* Immigration

* Wills

e Contracts, Leases

® Business Law

BAECTCEDE.

305 Madison Ave. #1166
New York, NY 10165

TEL. (212)682-0901
FAX.(212)682-0902

Have You Evex, Had One of Those Days?

ered around the table for
breakfast with our com-

pany from out of town. In the
midst of clattering forks and
coffee brewing, the dog threw up
under the table. Hmmm, I thought,
there’s a pattern afoot. Actu-
ally, the pattern almost

landed on my foot.
And it wasn’t a
pretty sight.

Boy, what one
has to do to cope
with life on
earth. As a
wise man
once said,
life is
coming
and going,
waking

and sleep-

ing, crying and
laughing. And if you're wadding up
paper towels and tossing them in the
trash can while you're on your way,
then you’re doing two things at once,
and that’s more than a lot of people
are doing!

I spent the day celebrating my birth-
day with friends by hiking and going
to the movies, which was really nice.
But when I came home I discovered
that one of my kids had plugged up
one of the bathrooms. So [ went to work
with a plunger and suddenly had
another problem appearing in the
shower. Oh no! This is serious! I
finally managed to put both mess-
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es to rest, and disinfected
everything and sat down to
ponder the day. My day began
and ended with—with—
with—I almost can’t say
it—POOP! And I wondered if there
was something in my horoscope
that could have

warned

me. Was there something
about the numerology of this day, some-
thing in the stars that brought me to
these moments of destiny? Was it some-
thing that I myself had done, to bring
about this omen on the 46th anniver-
sary of the day of my birth? It’s hard
not to get nervous!

But then I realized that my friend
Maureen had driven all the way down
from Washington, D.C., to be with me
on my birthday. My husband was out
of town at a conference, and she came

even though she was tired and didn’t
have a long time to spend. She even
smuggled a cake into the house and
led everyone in a resounding chorus
of “Happy Birthday’—which still has
same the effect on me that it did when
Iwas a child—I can’t look up into peo-
ple’s eyes when they're singing because
I'm overwhelmed.

When Maureen went back to Wash-
ington, another friend, Jane, took me
to the movies. We sat there in the silence
of good friendship, enjoying a film while
my kids stayed at her house playing
with her husband and kids.

When I got home, I got a call from

my best friend from high school, Jenny,

and we talked and laughed on the

phone for an hour. Another friend called

after that. And then my husband called

and said he wished he could have been

home for my birth-

day, and we

murmured

words of

love for

another

hour.

I got in my

bed that night and

thought about the day.

I had received a lot of blessings

of love, and I felt truly humbled by it.

I concluded that even though life has

its questionable moments, it’s full of

wonderful ones too. And the wonder-

ful ones only make you more grateful.

Gratitude is even sweeter when meas-

ured against reminders of how one
should be more humble.

I only wish they’d make an air fresh-
ener that smells better.

Kim can be found at web site:
“http:/ / futurerealm.com” and has
email address:
kimbrown@futurerealm.com. [
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