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DIVINEKE FPRINCIPLE STUDY

Human History and Mans Transformation from Death to Life

n his very thoughtful Dreams:

God’s Forgotten Language, Cali-

fornia’s Father John Sanford, an

Episcopalian priest and Jungian

counselor, tells of a remarkable
dream his worried father had after a
series of illnesses and at an age when
he knew death could not be far off. He
reported it to his wife, who later record-
ed it. In the dream the father goes
through different scenes from his life
and

“Finally he sees himself lying on a
couch back in the living room. I (Mrs.
Sanford) am descending the stairs and
the doctor is in the room. The doctor
says “Oh he’s gone.” Then, as the oth-
ers fade in the dream, he sees the clock
on the mantelpiece; the hands have
been moving, but now they stop; as
they stop, a window opens behind the
mantelpiece clock and a bright light
shines through. The opening widens
into a door and the light becomes a
brilliant path. He (Mr. Sanford) walks
out on the path of light and disap-
pears.”

To the author, the son of the dream-
er, the meaning of the dream is clear.
It is saying that having passed through
the many phases of his life, time has
now run out for the elder Sanford (the
hands on the clock have stopped). How-
ever, this event is not the end, but the
beginning of something else. On the
other side of earthly time, a new dimen-
sion of life is opening up. The dream
reassures Sanford’s father that he will
proceed into another world, one beyond
space and time.

The idea that human beings survive
physical death has been expressed in
so many places that it is foolhardy to
ignore it. In a number of Plato’s dia-

logues, for example The Republic and
Phaedo, we encounter this master
thinker’s idea that after death the soul
continues to exist in another realm.
Dante, the greatest poet in Italian his-
tory, devoted his three part epic, The
Divine Comedy, to describing his trav-
els through the spiritual realms of Hell,
Purgatory and Paradise. While we don’t
know how firm Shakespeare’s convic-
tions were, we do find him depicting
Hamlet conversing with the revenge-
ful spirit of his murdered father. And
in the writings of Emmanuel Sweden-
borg, an eighteenth century Swedish
scientist and mystic, we find volumi-
nous records and thoughtful analysis
of his experiences with the spirit world
and its residents.

Nor should we overlook the Bible.
Both Isaiah (26:19) and Daniel (12:2)
write of their expectation of life after
death, while both Jesus (Lk 9:30-31)
and Paul (Acts 26:13-26) are reported
as encountering non-physical beings.
Indeed, in 1 Corinthians Paul goes to
some length to describe the charac-
teristics of the “spiritual body” in which
the Apostle asserts that believers will
be resurrected. (1 Cor. 15:35-50).

What is it like?

As was explained in the Principle of
Creation, Divine Principle unequivo-
cally affirms the continuation of life
after physical death. Since God is eter-
nal, He created His counterpart—His
children—to exist eternally also.

The question is what will be our
experience on the “other side”. Although
within the Roman Catholic tradition
the dichotomy between heaven and
hell is muted by the concept of pur-
gatory, the historic position of the Chris-

tian faith is that the alternatives fac-
ing one upon his death are only these
two: heaven or hell.

If one has followed God and accept-
ed His son, eternal salvation in the
Kingdom of Heaven is promised. If on
the other hand one has strayed from
the path, the torments of hell will be
his. In ages past the horrors depicted
in such pronouncements as a famous
sermon preached by Colonial Ameri-
ca’s Jonathan Edwards’, Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God, have been suf-
ficient to cow even the most intrepid
into trembling obedience to the Law.
The eternal terrors of the regions below,
we have been told, are hardly to be
taken lightly.

For Divine Principle, such expecta-
tions are the product of an incomplete
religious awareness. The spirit world
is not simply limited to heaven and hell
but is differentiated according to many
levels. One’s position after death deter-
mined by his spiritual attainment dur-
ing life. In contrast to traditional notions
of heaven as a reward and hell as an
imposed punishment, one’s position
in the after-life is a natural result of
the quality of one’s life on earth.

The Principle would firmly agree
with Oxford University’s John Mac-
quarrie, who, in writing on the subject
of heaven, argues sensibly for an organ-
ic connection between the stages of
one’s life before and after death:

“Heaven is not a reward that gets
added on to the life of faith, hope and
love, but it is simply the end of that
life, that is to say, the working out of
the life that is oriented by these prin-
ciples. Understood in this way...the
symbol (heaven) stands for fullness of
being.”

Religious Evolution

Just as the religious evolution of
humanity may be thought of as pro-
ceeding through three stages, so may
the spiritual growth of any person.
Accordingly, Divine Principle asserts
spirit persons at the different levels
may be distinguished.

A person who has grown through
the formation stage of resurrection may
be said to have become a form spirit.
After his physical death, he would live
at the form spirit level of the spirit
world. Similarly, we may use the terms
of life spirit and divine spirit to describe
those persons who have grown through
the growth and completion stages,
respectively, on earth. At the growth
stage in the spirit world one enters the
region called Paradise, while at the
completion stage he enters the King-
dom of Heaven.

Traditionally, those of the Christ-
ian faith have understood Heaven and
Paradise to be the same. Divine Prin-
ciple, however points to a distinction.
The Kingdom of Heaven emerges as
the dwelling place for those who have
fulfilled the purpose of God’s creation.

Although Jesus came as the Mes-
siah to fulfill this ideal and foster the
salvation of humanity, he was pre-
vented by the crucifixion from doing
so. Therefore, since the three bless-
ings and the Kingdom were not real-
ized on earth, we may understand that
the Kingdom of Heaven in the spirit
world remains vacant. Jesus and his
followers remain in Paradise, the region
in the spirit world equivalent to the
growth stage of resurrection. Their own
resurrection to the Kingdom of Heav-
en is to take place through the min-
istry of the Second Advent.[]

IRFF Romania Setting a New Tradition:

500,000 items @

Crystalmarketplace.com .

Crystal Awards
Corporate Gifts
Promotional Items
Plaques & more.

e

Call 1-888-340-4700 for a Free catalog
or email us @ info@crystalmarketplace.com

Crystal Marketing Associates, LLC

e IRFF has been

ctive in Romania

during the last five

years and has

worked hard to

network and support in part-

nership many of the effective

work done by NGO'’s in that

country. Based on these

efforts, the IRFF could make

a substantial contribution in

organizing a large gathering

for social activists and lead-

ers. This effort is an impor-

tant step in building a greater

trust and cooperation among

the various sectors of the
Romanian society.

On December 2-3, 2000
in Brasov, Romania two hun-
dred and fifty activist from
diverse backgrounds of lead-
ership in Romanian society
gathered. Members of Par-
liament, leaders of NGO'’s,
student organization and reli-
gious organization joined
together and used this oppor-
tunity as a way to create a
vision of positive change for
the nation. A special evening
session took place which high-

lighted the work of various non profit
organizations including the worldwide
efforts of IRFF, reports from Assembly
2000 were shared as was the speech
of the UN Secretary General, Kofi Anan.
The immediate result for IRFF was that
many of the organizations represented
asked that we establish cooperation on
upcoming projects.

Based on the relationships formed
from the meeting the IRFF choose to
immediate work with the very active
League of Women from the coastal city
of Constanta, on a “Christmas Cara-
van”. This project is designed to bring
joy during the Christmas season and
its was done with the cooperation of
the League of Women, the Tatar Com-
munity and the Greaque Community
from Constanta.

The Christmas Caravan visited five
villages and offered Christmas gifts for
600 children from poor families. IRFF
was able to contribute 10% of the funds
for the gifts. The caravan was a sen-
sation and news of it attracted local TV
and newspaper coverage. The follow-
ing is excerpts from an article in one
of the newspapers.

“Santa Claus Caravan” The idea of
a “Santa Claus Caravan” came in the
middle of November and was embraced

“The Santa Claus Caravan”

by Women League , The Association of
Business Women “Pontus Euxin”, Women
Organization of Tatars and Greaque
Community. Local businesses were
asked to help support this new project
but meet with refusals or were they
politely ignored us. Because of this, we
want to thank those that made it pos-
sible to have gifts and make happy 600
children from schools and kindergartens
from the towns of Cochirieni, Rasova,
Aliman, Independenta and Fantana
Mare. We give our thanks to IRFF Roma-
nia whose help in this pioneer project
was invaluable. Despite the shortness
of the time for preparation we were able
to succeed to bring joy to so many fam-
ilies. We hope that with more planning
next year, we will expand this program
and establish a new tradition in the
region. Maria Frangeti, President of
League of Women Constanta.

Upcoming Plans for IRFF in Roma-
nia: We are planning to have in Brasov
a program for poor children during Feb-
ruary and March. During the Summer
we will have a second project in Con-
stanta repairing a local orphanage. This
project will involve the League of Women,
the wife of mayor and the director of
the region’s hospitals. []
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n this article we'll tackle a subject that
everyone has an opinion about: money.
More precisely, money and its rela-
tionship to the spiritual life.

Religious people, from ancient Hindu
mystics through modern Christians, have
always been leery of material possessions,
and especially their concentrated form,
money. (Read I Tim. 6:10). Some have gone
so far as to renounce it completely, embrac-
ing an austere monastic life.

Unificationists, with a vast, worldwide
vision, tend to regard money as a tool. Fuel
to power an ever-expanding Providence of
God. And there is never enough!

Finances

Finances are an issue for everyone. Peo-
ple have strange attitudes about money,
always wanting more for themselves, yet
resenting the wealthy. Dreaming about how
they'd spend every dollar they might obtain,
yet unsurprised when some lottery winner
or rich celebrity self-destructs.

Few are actually happy with their finances.
Third World people need money for sheer
survival. Billionaires are constantly bat-
tling rivals, shysters, and the tax man.

Money is one of the primary causes of
divorce. One partner might be irresponsi-
ble, or some third person appears to offer
financial security. Even within stable cou-
ples, financial styles may differ. Unifica-
tionist couples often overlay cultural dif-
ferences on these individual ones.

Gender plays a big role in finances, as
money represents different things to men
and women.

In general, men find esteem, and express
their love, through their careers, by pro-

MEMBER’s MONEY

viding a home for their family. If they’re not
doing well, men experience immense stress.
Push themselves so hard they become
strangers to their own children. (This hap-
pens more in Japan than in America.)

For women, money is more personal. It’s
often used to show love, by buying gifts;
and to express faith, through making spe-
cific donations.

Too often, wives leave their finances
entirely to the man of the family. Millions
of widows are thus left vulnerable to mis-
management, or even to con artists.

Many Unificationist couples place great
emphasis on their children. It may be sports,
or the arts, or practical skills. Some insist
on a maximum of formal education and
tutoring.

Other couples place top priority on tithes,
church projects, and campaigns. Time and
money are heavily shifted toward these.
Vague assurances of “God will bless” are
spoken, and while miracles sometimes occur,
more often, debts accumulate.

There are ways to smooth out these dif-
ferences, and create a happy and secure
household. It takes faith, understanding,
and effort.

Tithing

How best to handle our finances?

The Bible, with its system of tithing, says
that God has dominion over the material
world, including financial matters. Believ-
ers have interpreted this in various ways.

Millions of believers, chronically lacking
money, decide they'll just be happy to have
‘treasures in Heaven.” Some clergymen have
gone to the opposite extreme, promising
fabulous Heaven-sent riches to anyone who
donates to their ministry.

In the early days, Unificationists lived
in missionary centers, and money was held
in common. Now, most are married, and
have places (and bank accounts) of their
own.

We know that God will bless us through
tithing, yet a newly Blessed couple has to
do an awful lot by dividing up a rather small
pie.

In every church, it is the Pastor’s job to
inspire tithing. Funds are needed for numer-
ous worthy purposes. He encourages parish-
ioners to begin tithing, or to increase the
amount. Not demanding too much, and
risking alienation. A challenging task.

For our members, all this creates pres-
sure to make more money. Add that to our
worldly inexperience, and we can get into
difficulties.

Members who chose to ‘go the secular
route’ usually have white collar skills, and
lucrative careers. Unfortunately, those past
secular choices sometimes translate into a
current unwillingness to part with their
money . . .

This holds true in a wider sense. It's usu-
ally easier to go door-to-door fundraising
in humble neighborhoods than in wealthy
ones.

Meanwhile, members who stuck with
the ‘formula course’ are now eager to offer
funds they simply do not have! This has
led to a few breakthroughs—and an awful
lot of mistakes.

Some took the easy option: borrowing
money. Perhaps from relatives (causing
uncomfortable situations), but more often,
from banks and credit cards. The result is
familiar enough that I need not describe
the painful details.

In my opinion, if someone tithed with
borrowed money, it wasn't really their money
at all. Especially if they knew they had no
reasonable chance of paying it back. Sure,
they didn't get it from the bank at gun point,
but just because the penalties are milder,
that doesn’'t make it right.

Marketing

Unificationists are now familiar with a
great many “get rich quick” offers. Various

new products, multi-level-marketing setups,
and other business plans have, in essence,
gained their own converts—who then attempt
to recruit everyone they know.

Our members have lost a lot of money,
and not one of those plans has enjoyed
widespread success. Why? Members always
tried to sign each other up, and also, those
business offers were unsound in the first
place. In one case, a sudden bankruptcy
(by an ‘outside’ Chinese supplement com-
pany) left hundreds of members in the lurch.

Your author used to live in Las Vegas,
and heard pitches for just about every money
making scheme imaginable. I tried a cou-
ple of businesses, and made a decent prof-
it. Then I got sick of approaching everyone
with a ‘hustler’s eye,” and decided I'd rather
sell things I've created personally (like sto-
ries).

Some members have remained in sales,
but now it’s with regular street-corner
stands, or for legitimate corporations. A few
have developed their scientific, political, or
artistic skills. Others have ‘blue collar’ jobs,
many of which pay quite well. One broth-
er sold his registered Internet domain name
for $20,000! (Anybody want mine?)

As once suggested here in the UNews,
instead of pushing that latest (alleged) hot
deal on everybody, how about marketing
the True Parents instead?

Many members have gone to work for
‘outside’ companies. This presents some
challenges. A Unificationist boss will under-
stand the large tithes to be made, and the
latest mobilization, whether domestic or
overseas. He may be rushing off on the next
flight, himself!

It’s a little harder to explain such things
to a secular boss. Each campaign is very,
very important, but members will still need
their job the day after it ends.

There are stories of the noble sacrifices
made by our early members in Korea. The
modern Providence was given a crucial

boost, and Korea itself saved

What Participants in

from Communist domination.
However, in the process,
those member’s own children

Long Time Marvied — Newly Marvied
Going to be Married

Whatever your situation, no matter how busy you think you are

y ) Yy y >

your investment in marriage building will bring rewards beyond
your wildest dreams. YOU are invited to a life-giving

Marrviage Envichment Seminar

May 26, 2001 ® 9:30 am to 4:30 pm

We will discuss topics that are indispensable for successful
marriage building, such as drafting a marriage vision statement,
spirituality and intimacy in marriage, listening skills, negotiating
disagreements, how to honor your spouse, sexual fulfillment and

lifelong commitment and faithfulness. Bring your spouse, a friend,
your ideas, and a heart that is ready for change. It will be a small
group setting (first come, first served) in a friendly and supportive
atmosphere. Counseling will be available. All religious
backgrounds welcome.

Location:
Wall Street Suite, New Yorker Hotel, 481 8th Ave, NYC
Seminar Fee (includes lunch and materials):
$50 per person; $70 per couple
Please call for reservation ASAP:
“Homes of Love” sponsored by Life Enrichment Enterprises
Dietrich & Elisabeth Seidel
(845) 758-4137, Fax (845) 758-6450

Previous Seminars Say

Why I came to the seminar —

e I prayed about it and felt it was the most important thing
happening here now.

e Everyone needs their family and marriage enriched at
some point in their lives.

e | came because my husband is horribly abusive to me and
my children. I came hoping God could help my husband
and myself.

e I want to understand more about different approaches to
improving marriage.

e I want to understand marriage more deeply, so that I can
counsel other couples, also to improve my own marriage.

e I need help in improving my marriage.

e Obviously, there is a large need for this seminar given the
state of society.

What 1 gained —

e The teaching and encouragement of open
communication skills.

e Practical steps to improving communication.

e Our house feels resurrected. Thanks for good, sound,
practical guidance and revitalizing vision and hope for the
future.

e The practical advice to improve communication between
couples was great.

e Before the seminar I said “my husband and love each
other very much, but we do not communicate” . . . It does
not apply any more.

e We discovered that there were things that happened
decades ago that must have hurt us so deeply they stayed
so fresh in our minds. Then we talked about them and they
bother us no more.

e This was a highly effective course on marriage
enrichment which I would highly recommend to anybody.

weren’t adequately cared for.
An alarmingly large number
of those Korean youngsters,
now grown, have rejected Uni-
ficationism. (One wonders if
there might have been more
options.)

Conclusion

In the future, scientific
advances like nanotechnolo-
gy will provide such great
material abundance that
money itself will be obsolete.
The Principle can stave off the
decadence that such wealth
would otherwise entail, and
then we’ll have a real King-
dom of Heaven on Earth.

Meanwhile, responsible
Christians such as Stephen
Covey and Larry Burkett have
written excellent financial
guide books, combining spir-
itual understanding with com-
mon sense and monetary skills.
Study them!

Jesus’ famous Parable of
the Talents makes it clear that
believers need not shun money,
but rather, should handle it
responsibly. Then, over time,
it will surely grow. In Princi-
pled terms, we must be sub-
ject over money. [
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Communication as the Basis for Success

by Diesa Seidel

ommunication can have

numerous functions depend-

ing on our individual needs

and aspirations. My moti-

vation for studying com-
munication lies in the notion that com-
munication is the basis for any kind of
success. I believe that if you can learn
how to become an efficient, affective,
and persistent communicator then
many doors will be opened for various
opportunities.

Understanding and practicing com-
munication enables us to accomplish
our intentions and goals. In today’s
world, individuals are constantly try-
ing to improve their means of commu-
nication in order to be better business
people, more respectable political fig-
ures, more suitable teachers, more lov-
ing parents, husbands, wives, and
friends. As we can see, communication
plays an important role in just about
every aspect of our lives.

At work we are constantly trying to
find new ways to reach out to the pub-
lic in order to endorse a product or an
organization. We are continually being
challenged to find the most effective
way to gain the liking and trust of the
customer. In the business and politi-
cal world there are multiple ways of
approaching a situation. Producers can

Law Offices of
ANDREW P. BACUS
ATTORNEY AT LAW

General Legal Practice
e Immigration

* Wills

e Contracts, Leases

® Business Law

BAETEDZ,

305 Madison Ave. #116
New York, NY 10165

TEL. (212)682-0901
FAX.(212)682-0902

endorse their product through ethos
(personal character), pathos (emotions),
or through logos (logic). Knowing your
audience and discovering which method
will best sway them to your side is all
part of communication. It is also imper-
ative to be able to distinguish between
socially acceptable and socially unac-
ceptable means for adver-

daily decisions for our own lives. What
we wear, what we eat, what we say, and
how we respond to others, all express
and communicate to society who we
are and what we represent.

Aristotle’s model for communication
is known as the canons of rhetoric. The
canons separated communication into
five categories: inven-

tising a product or for
conveying a political view-
point. There are many
moral, ethical, and racial
issues that we must be
aware of in order to suc-
cessfully convey our mes-
sage.

At the family level, we

At the family level, we
must learn to establish
healthy relationships with
our parents, husbands or
wives, and siblings... the
average family needs to
improve on fundamental
communication skills.

tion, style, arrange-
ment, memory, and
delivery. Today, they
remain as the outline
for many public speak-
ing classes and com-
munication disciplines.
Motivation for study-
ing communication

must learn to establish

today slightly differs

healthy relationships
with our parents, husbands or wives,
and siblings. In today’s society the like-
lihood for a marriage to end in divorce
has reached astonishing rates. If com-
munication is the heart of any mean-
ingful relationship, we can conclude
that the average family needs to improve
on fundamental communication skills.
I believe that families build the frame-
work for our society. Thus, I believe
that every individual should establish
an understanding for communication
principles to better their family rela-
tions and subsequently to contribute
to a more harmonious society.
Finally, every individual communi-
cates in a unique way on a personal
level. We interact with our conscience
and our moral values in order to make

from that in previous

times. In the past, canons were solely
used to aid in expressing thoughts for
political and legal reasons. As we entered
the medieval period, forms of commu-
nication expanded to letter writing and
preaching. Finally during the modern
period, communication was approached
as an art, through presentations, through
thought, and by acknowledging the
receiver as a vital part in communica-
tion. As we arrived in the twentieth cen-
tury, the scientific method became more
prevalent. Scholars started to examine
and explore the demeanor and reac-
tions from the listeners to further help
determine which techniques work best.
Communication has surpassed many
milestones and advanced to a more
profound understanding in our time.

The goals and objectives of communi-
cation have remained the same despite
new awareness and insights. On the
one hand, as technology advances, our
means of communication have improved
dramatically, thus allowing us to com-
municate efficiently on an external level.
That is to say, we exchange increasing
amounts of fact based information that
is processed as data. On the other hand,
there seems to be sufficient evidence
that there emerges an increasing need
for improving communication on an
internal level when we seek to build
meaningful human relationships. In
particular, communication between
marriage partners and family members
involves the spiritual dimension of our
being where we attempt to share feel-
ings and personal needs with our loved
ones. Improving our communication
skills for developing interpersonal rela-
tionships then becomes a necessary
step for healing the present disillu-
sionment in marriage and family life.

The development of the spiritual
dimension of communication then
becomes an indispensable agenda for
our information and data driven soci-
ety. External technological advances
in communication need to be balanced
by improved personal skills that enable
us to share our inner life of feelings
and values. It is such a balance in our
practice of communication that will
serve as the foundation for our per-
sonal success and for building a healthy
society. O
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Coming to Orlando Florida for business,
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World? The Kissimmee Center has extra
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9 mi. from Disney. Call Jeddie King at
407-846-8256

If you are a caring, strong man loving
God and True Parents, believing in True
Love and having the desire to share
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deep affection to a nice and pretty
woman—you might be my eternal heart-
partner. | am 49 years young, good
spiritual and physical health, longtime
member waiting for the Blessing. My
languages are lux., english, french and
german. Race is not important. If you are
40-50 write to me with a picture: Marceline
Mersch, 42 rue Franz Liszt, L-1944
Gasperich, Luxembourg, Europe. email:
marceline@internet.lu

Where is my partner of True Love?  After
many disappointments, | would like to
rebuild my life with a caring man, 40-50
years young (child welcome) who loves
God and True Parents for re-Blessing. |
am 44, nice looking, a long-term member,
with a small handicap on my neck. | speak
lux, french, german and english. Please
write with a picture to:

Gabrielle Mersch, 1 rue A. Godart, 1633
Bonnevoie, Luxembourg, Europe.
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(317) 283-1358

fax: (317) 283-0060

IOWA
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(704) 535-5216
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OKLAHOMA

304 S. University Blvd.
Norman, OK 73069
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